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OVERVIEW: House Bill 674 would require a DNA sample be obtained from any individual arrested
for assault and domestic violence offenses.

CURRENT LAW: G.S. 15A-266.3A provides that a DNA sample must be obtained from an individual
either at the time of arrest or at the time of fingerprinting. The DNA sample requirement only applies to
individuals who are arrested for committing, attempting to commit, soliciting another to commit,
conspiring to commit, or aiding and abetting another to commit, any of the offenses enumerated in G.S.
15A-266.3A(f). These offenses include, among others, assaults, murder, and certain property crimes. If
the arrest occurs without a warrant, the DNA sample must not be taken until a probable cause
determination has been made.

BILL ANALYSIS: House Bill 674 amends G.S. 15A-266.3A by adding additional offenses for which a
DNA sample is required and makes conforming changes. The new offenses for which a DNA sample
would be required include assault on a female by a male person of at least 18 years of age and assault on
a child under the age of 12 years. A DNA sample would also be required for violating any of the offenses
listed in G.S. 50B-4.1, which includes offenses relating to domestic violence protective orders.

EFFECTIVE DATE: This act would be effective December 1, 2021, and would apply to offenses
committed on or after that date.
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This bill analysis was prepared by the nonpartisan legislative staff for the use of legislators in their deliberations and does not constitute an official statement of legislative intent.



